They devour the houses of widows and, as a pretext, recite lengthy prayers
Mk 12,38-44.
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In the text of the Gospel offered to our meditation today, there are three ways to live the religion, rather we can even affirm that there are three religions, which only one is true, regarding the other two, the first is completely false and sinful, the second is lived in a very superficial, epidermal way, with neither spiritual nor material cost.
The first religion is that of the scribes. Not only is it for the sole service of the celebration of the glory of those who practise it. Moreover, it is immoral. Therein, one takes advantage of the weakest people to “snatch” them for all their belongings, using the Law and the name of the Lord. Such lived religion is an endless sadness. God’s name, truth, righteousness, faithfulness, love, mercy, compassion, piety is absent in it. Rather, it is ruthless, cruel, evil. Those who practise it are true loan shark who use the holiness of their Lord. What a difference, instead, with the religion practised, lived, taught by Jesus the Lord. Christ Jesus gives his life for the sheep. He has never taken away one woollen thread from the sheep for his personal advantage.
I am the good shepherd. A good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. A hired man, who is not a shepherd and whose sheep are not his own, sees a wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away, and the wolf catches and scatters them. This is because he works for pay and has no concern for the sheep. I am the good shepherd, and I know mine and mine know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I will lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. These also I must lead, and they will hear my voice, and there will be one flock, one shepherd. This is why the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down on my own. I have power to lay it down, and power to take it up again. This command I have received from my Father." (Jn 10,11-18). 
The second religion is that of the rich. This is a religion without any cost or price to pay, neither ascetic, nor moral, neither truthful, nor even economical. The visit to the temple is an archaeological journey for them. One comes, one visits an edifice of old times. Before leaving it, one gives an offering for its maintenance. Nothing more. One does not offer a sacrifice to the Lord. One does not unclothe himself of something essential for his own life. One puts his hand into a bag of money and takes some coins to give to the treasury. The bag always remains full. This religion is without the truth of God. One treats the Lord like a thing. There is no faith in it. There is no spiritual elevation of the Person. It is just an archaeological visit. Nothing more. As one enters, so one leaves. Without God first and then.
In the course of his teaching he said, "Beware of the scribes, who like to go around in long robes and accept greetings in the marketplaces, seats of honor in synagogues, and places of honor at banquets. They devour the houses of widows and, as a pretext, recite lengthy prayers. They will receive a very severe condemnation." He sat down opposite the treasury and observed how the crowd put money into the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. A poor widow also came and put in two small coins worth a few cents. Calling his disciples to himself, he said to them, "Amen, I say to you, this poor widow put in more than all the other contributors to the treasury. For they have all contributed from their surplus wealth, but she, from her poverty, has contributed all she had, her whole livelihood."

The third religion is that of the poor widow. She has very few things and she puts them all at the service of the glory of God. She cancels herself so that God may be great. This religion is that of Jesus. He had a body. He has given this body to the Father, first for the mission of the love of the Father and then He has offered it in sacrifice of expiation and reparation of the faults of the world. Thus Jesus reveals that no one is poor before God. Everyone has a body to offer for the salvation of his brothers. 
Virgin Mary, Mother of Redemption, Angels and Saints, make us an offer pleasing to God.
